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Amendments to ttae Specification: 

Plejise delete the abstj-act on page 29 of the applicaijoa and replace it wnb tUe 
following replacemem paragraph for the abstract: 

Generally, the present invention provides a device and ntethod for accurately locating 
a mulii-well plate at a plate-support location, e.g., a work surface, of an automated laboratory 
machine, such thai one or more acting members of the machine, soch as an array of pipette 
tips, optical sensors, or the like, can accurately address and operate on the individu4l wells. 
Interior and/or estierior surface regions of one or more wells of a multi-well plate are used as 
the primary plate features engaged by locating structure of the machine. In one particular 
embodiment one or more upwardly tapered projections extend from a plate-support surfece of 
a plate-handling machine for matmg engagement with the exterior surface regions pf one or 
more wells. In another embodiment, the exterior surface regions along one or more well 
bottoms are engagingly received within bores, or other receivhig structure, formed on the 
plate-support surface of a machine. In a further embodiment, one or more downwardly 
extending projections depend from an acting-member suppon, along with the acting members 
of a machine, hitroduction of the projections into some of the wells of a multi-well plate 
serves to align the acting members with the plate's other wells. A b ia a ing ass o mb ly oon b o 
H 6 <^ to pr^QQ together the ongoging surfaco rogions of tho woUq and th e locating GUoiomres of 
tho mochin e . - 
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